THE  ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

being discussed at the same time by some of the high church-
men such as Jeremy Taylor. In politics these Puritan soldiers
were the first English radicals, demanding the abolition of the
House of Lords and manhood suffrage, whilst some of the
extremists among them called the Levellers were the first
English social democrats.

When the King was finally defeated in the field, the Pres-
byterian politicians in the House of Commons showed them-
selves to be utterly incapable of producing a workable
constitution. The power fell into the hands of the Army and
the Independents, who seized the King, tried to negotiate
with him, and finally commi tted the immense tactical blunder
of bringing him to trial and executing him, thus turning him
into a Royal Martyr, and giving monarchy and Anglicanism
a popularity which they had not enjoyed since the time of
iElizabeth. But the English people were not ready for the de-
Imocracy desired by the Puritan extremists, Milton's "Nation
of Prophets, of Sages, and of Worthies", and they had to be
content with the firm rule of Cromwell, who tried vainly to
make England a Puritan Free State, and ended with a revival
of monarchy in all but name. Under the Protectorate for the
first time in England a fairly wide toleration for all religious
sects except "popery and prelacy" was allowed. The Jews
were readmitted, and a great variety of religious communi-
ties (Bossuet's "millesectesbizarres") flourished. Among them
may be noted especially the peculiarly English body of
pacifists and believers in the Inner Light called the Society
of Friends and early nicknamed the Quakers, the followers
of that remarkable apostle George Fox who started his cam-
paign of preaching "The Word of Life" in opposition to the
"priests" during the Civil Wrar.

When Cromwell died, power was wrested from the weak
hands of his son by the Puritan generals, and there was a
short period of anarchy, which made both Independency and
standing armies hateful to Englishmen. Then General Monk
marched on London and practically the wrhole nation united
to recall Charles II.

The tall, swarthy King who stepped ashore at Dover on
May 1660, was not only the heir of Charles I; he was
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